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““Coolest” Sportsman

Tewksbu

ry Man Takes

Daily Dip in River

By Howard Iverson

TEWKSBURY—If nomina-
tions are still open for the
“poolest” sportsman of 1961,
we'd like to take this oppor-
tunity to enter Tewksbury's
Joe Kelley in competition.

This hearty suburban speci-
men—whe'll be 80 years
young on January 13—con-
siders the day lost if he
fails to take his daily dip
in the nearby Shawsheen
river . . . year 'round. And
that takes & stronger consti-
tution and eonsiderably more
nerve than most of us
younger folks could muster.

“I've. been swimming in
the Shawsheen for 75 years,"”
says Joe, “and I've found
that there's nothing like a
refreshing dip each day to
make things right with the
world.” Mayhe so, but there
must be a warmer solution
to the ecold war,

Strictly a plezsure swim-
mer, Joe has enjoved his
tavorite pas-time the world
over. The . Carribbean sea,
Hondurzaz, the Gulf of Mexi-
co, the coasis of both the
Atlantic and Paclfic have all
served as Joe Helley's pri-
vate swimming pools.

IN 184% HE traveled to
| Ireland, homeland of his

parents, and savored the
waters of the famed River
Shannon and Kilarney lake.
“But,” elaims Joe, “of all
these strange and wonder-
ful places, I've come to
enjoy our own Shawsheen
river the bast of all” A
shining tribute to the water-
ways of our own fair state.

While swimming in the
frigid winter months, Joe
makes only two small con-
cessions to the artic breezes
and icy waters. “In winter-
time I usually wait till after-
noon for my dip. And on
stormy days I don't go at
all. The sun's warmth, feeble
as It may be, takes the chill
from the water and helps
me dry off afterwards."

As a wyounster, Joe was
a sports enthusiast. He
played football in high
school when “there was
nothing scientific about the
game. You just took the
ball and ploughed your way
through.”

In later years he plaved
baseball on the Tewksbury
state hospital nine, He re-
tired seven vears ago from
the hospital, where he was
employed for more than 50
Years,

A life long bachelor, Joe

has made his home at 61
Aste]l street for many years,
Bom and ralsed In Tewks-
bury, much aof his man-
hood was spent near—or In
—the Shawsheen river,
mostly the latter. He fa-
vors the calm river waters
ags a place “where you can
think and enjoy the quiet.”

A TRUE Ilover of peace-
ful solitude, Joe may fre.
quently be seen stepping
briskly along the wooded
back roads of the rural area
communities. These ex-
tended hlkes and the daily
river plunges keep this am-
bitlaus pre-octogenarian in
the peak of physical condi-
tion, far better than many
of us forty or fifty years his
Junior.

Asked if he thought that
his rigorus dally routine
was responsible for his
healthful longevity, Joe was
unhesitant in his reply:
“I'm sure that It does make
for & long life. I've out-
lived the rest of my famlly
and am still going strong.”

So, today we take off our
hat to Joe Kelley of Tewks-
bury. And admit that he's
e far better man than most
of us. Anvone for chess?



